
RITE 
FOR EMERGENCIES 

PRAYER for the FAMILY and FRIENDS 
 

One of the following prayers may be said: 
 

A. For the family and friends 
 

God of all consolation, 

in your unending love and mercy for us 
you turn the darkness of death 

into the dawn of new life. 

Show compassion to your people in their sorrow. 
 

[Be our refuge and our strength 
to lift us from the darkness of grief 

to the peace and light of your presence.] 
 

Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
by dying for us, conquered death 

and by rising again, restored life. 
 

May we then go forward eagerly to meet him, 
and after our life on earth 

be reunited with our brothers and sisters 

where every tear will be wiped away. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

R. Amen. 
 

B. For the deceased person and for family and 

friends 
 

Lord Jesus, our Redeemer, 

you willingly gave yourself up to death 
so that all people might be saved 

and pass from death into a new life. 

Listen to our prayers; 
look with love on your people 

who mourn and pray for their dead brother/sister N. 

 
Lord Jesus, you alone are holy and compassionate: 

forgive N. his/her sins. 

By dying you opened the gates of life 
for those who believe in you; 

do not let your brother/sister be parted from you, 
but by your glorious power 

give him/her light, joy, and peace in heaven 

where you live for ever and ever. 
R. Amen.    

B 
 

When anointing and viaticum are given together: 
 

Lord God, merciful Father, 

comforter of the afflicted, 

look kindly on your servant N. who trusts in you. 
Though now weighed down with grievous distress, 

may he/she find relief through this holy anointing; 
and may the food he/she has received, 

the body and blood of your Son, Jesus Christ, 

refresh and strengthen him/her 
for his/her journey to life. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

R. Amen.  
 

BLESSING 
 

The priest blesses the sick person: 
 

May the blessing of almighty God, 

the Father, and the Son, + and the Holy Spirit, 

come upon you and remain with you for ever. 

R. Amen. 
 

SIGN OF PEACE 
 

The priest and the others present may then give the sick person the sign of 

peace. 
 

If the person recovers somewhat, the priest or other minister may continue to 

give further pastoral care, bringing viaticum frequently, and using other  

prayers and blessings from the rite of visiting the sick. 
 

When death has occurred, prayers may be offered for the dead person and for 

the family and friends. This may be done in any suitable place, including a 

hospital chapel or prayer room. 
 

PRAYERS after DEATH  
 

Loving and merciful God, 

we entrust our brother/sister to your mercy. 
 

You loved him/her greatly in this life: 
now that he/she is freed from all its cares, 

give him/her happiness and peace for ever. 
 

The old order has passed away: 
welcome him/her now into paradise 

where there will be no more sorrow, 

no more weeping or pain, 
but only peace and joy with Jesus your Son, 

and the Holy Spirit for ever and ever. 

R. Amen.   

  



 

SACRAMENT of PENANCE  
 

If the sick person so wishes, the sacrament of penance is celebrated; in case 

of necessity, the confession may be  

generic. 
 

The priest extends his hands over the penitent’s head (or at least extends 

his right hand) and says: 
 

God, the Father of mercies, 

through the death and resurrection of his Son 
has reconciled the world to himself 

and sent the Holy Spirit among us 
for the forgiveness of sins; 

through the ministry of the Church 

may God give you pardon and peace, 
and I absolve you from your sins 

in the name of the Father, and of the Son, + 

and of the Holy Spirit. 
R. Amen.  
 

APOSTOLIC PARDON  
 

The priest may give the apostolic pardon for the dying: 
 

Through the holy mysteries of our redemption, 

may almighty God release you from all punishments 

in this life and in the life to come. 
 

May he open to you the gates of paradise 
and welcome you to everlasting joy. 

R. Amen.  
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

The priest introduces the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Jesus taught us to call God our Father, 

and so we have the courage to say: 
 

All say: Our Father… 
 

COMMUNION as VIATICUM 
 

The priest goes to the sick person and, showing the blessed sacrament, says: 
 

The body of Christ. 
 

The sick person answers: Amen. 
 

Then the priest says: 
 

The blood of Christ. 
 

The sick person answers: Amen. 
 

Immediately, or after giving Communion to the sick  

person, the priest adds the form for viaticum: 
 

May the Lord Jesus Christ protect you 
and lead you to eternal life. 

R. Amen. 
 

Others present who wish to receive Communion then do so in the usual way.  

INTRODUCTION 
 

259. There are extreme circumstances in which not even 

the continuous rite can be celebrated. These occur when 

the danger of death from injury or illness is sudden and 

unexpected or when the priest is not called to exercise his 

ministry until the person is at the point of death. 
 

260. In such a situation of emergency the priest should 

offer every possible ministry of the Church as reverently  

and expeditiously as he can. He may be able to provide 

only the barest minimum of sacramental rites and forms 

of prayer, but even then he should add other appropriate 

prayers to help the dying person and those who may be 

present. 
 

261. If the dying person wishes, the sacrament of penance  

is celebrated first. If necessary, the confession may be 

generic. Because of the emergency situation, Viaticum 

follows immediately. Christians in danger of death are 

bound by the precept to receive communion. If there is 

still sufficient time, the Anointing of the Sick may then be 

celebrated. The brief rite which follows has been provided 

for the celebration of these sacraments in such a situation. 

The priest should judge, in light of the particular  

circumstances, how much or how little of this rite  

is possible. 
 

262. After the celebration of the abbreviated rite for  

emergencies, the priest should continue in prayer with  

the dying person, if possible, and with the family and 

friends, as suggested in the “Commendation of the Dying”. 

When death has occurred, some of the prayers suggested 

at the end of the “Commendation of the Dying” may be 

said with the family and friends. 
 

263. When a priest has been called to attend a person who 

is already dead, he is not to administer the sacrament  

of anointing. Instead, he should pray for the dead person, 

asking that God forgive his or her sins and graciously  

receive him or her into the kingdom. It is appropriate that 

he lead the family and friends, if they are present, in some 

of the prayers suggested at the end of the “Commendation 

of the Dying,” as already mentioned. Sometimes the priest 

may find it necessary to explain to the family of the person 

who has died that sacraments are celebrated for the living, 

not for the dead, and that the dead are effectively helped 

by the prayers of the living. 
 

If the priest has reason to believe that the person is still 

living, he may anoint him or her conditionally with the 

words: “If life is in you:...”  

PRAYER before ANOINTING 
 

The priest says 
 

Let us ask the Lord to come our brother/sister N. with his merci-

ful love, and grant him/her relief through this holy anointing. In 

faith we pray: 
R. Lord hear our prayer. 
 

ANOINTING 
 

If the oil is not blessed, the priest blesses it, saying: 
 

Bless, + Lord, your gift of oil 

and our brother/sister N., 

that it may bring him/her relief. 
 

The priest anoints the sick person with blessed oil. [If the priest is anoint-

ing the sick person conditionally, the sacramental form is introduced with 

the words: If life is in you: 
 

First, he anoints the forehead, saying 
 

Through this holy anointing 
may the Lord in his love and mercy help you 

with the grace of the Holy Spirit. 

R. Amen.  
 

Then he anoints the hands, saying: 
 

May the Lord who frees you from sin 

save you and raise you up. 
R. Amen.  
 

The sacramental form is said only once, for the anointing of the forehead 

and hands, and is not repeated.  
 

CONCLUDING PRAYER 
 

The priest says one of the following prayers: 
 

A 
 

Father, 

you readily take into account every stirring of good will,  

and you never refuse to pardon the sins of those who seek your 
forgiveness. 
 

Have mercy now on your servant N.  

who has now entered the struggle of his/her final agony.  
May this holy anointing and our prayer of faith comfort  

and aid him/her in body and soul. Forgive all his/her sins  

and protect him/her with your loving care. 
 

We ask this, Father, through your Son Jesus Christ, 
because he has won the victory over death, 

opened the way to eternal life  
nd now lives and reigns with you for ever and ever. 

R. Amen.  

 
 
 

  


